
Conshohocken Community Garden Newsletter

Announcements
•Mulch is here for member use. Use up
to 3 wheelbarrows per plot until July 3rd.
•Fence Crew needs a few more
volunteers! Fence Crew volunteers are
committed to weeding one fence segment
of our front fence flower beds. Four
spaces need a volunteer, if you enjoy the
satisfaction of weeding, please send an
email to the address at the bottom of the
newsletter!

Native Plant of the Month
Baptisia Our garden gate is flanked by native plants named
Baptisia or False/Wild Indigo. The shrub-like plant emerges in
early Spring with spires that look like blue asparagus. The spires
unravel into soft blue-green leaves topped with pea-like flowers.
Baptisia, a genus in the legume family, also comes in yellow and
white. Baptisia is hardy to Zone 3 and is a long-lived, low
maintenance perennial. It’s cut back to the ground in Fall and
returns each year. When you see the dried, black, seed pods, feel
free to take some and try your hand at propagating our CCG gem!

Submit your questions, photos, or topic of interest to 
ConshohockenCommunityGarden@gmail.com

CNC Donations begin Sunday, July 5th
Have excess produce or won’t be in town to pick yours?
Donate your veggies to the Colonial Neighborhood Council. Drop your (rinsed) produce in
the large cooler inside the small shed Sunday evenings after 4PM.
Are there other ways to help? Volunteers are needed to pick up the donations after 8PM
and drop off the following morning to the CNC. Email or text if you can help! You can also
donate bags or containers into the small shed for collection.

Welcome to the first ever edition of our CCG Newsletter! In lieu of our garden emails and
gatherings, we hope to bring you important information and useful tips.
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Featured Pest
Spotted Lantern Fly You may have seen the fly tape
on the trees outside of the Community Space. There’s
no doubt that we have many SLF infested trees around
the perimeter of our gates. They are highly invasive
and destructive, so please exterminate any that you
see. More information on the Spotted Lantern Fly can
be found here. On the left is how they look right now.
On the right is how they will look in late July.

Garden Reminders
•Why Mulch? Water retention, weed management, and
limiting soil depletion. Apply in a 2-inch layer around
plots after fully removing weeds.
•Watering Water early and late! Midday watering is less
effective and wasteful. Shut off all valves and red handle
when finished.
•Sheds When using either one of the sheds, please take
care to leave it better than you found it.
•Weeds Be sure to visit your plot weekly or more
frequently to avoid weeds and rotting produce. These
can quickly get out of control!

mailto:ConshohockenCommunityGarden@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Colonial-Neighborhood-Council-114125001943541/
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Plants_Land_Water/PlantIndustry/Entomology/spotted_lanternfly/Pages/default.aspx


Submit your questions, photos, or topic of interest to 
ConshohockenCommunityGarden@gmail.com

Gardener of the Month
Nicole interviews MATT
KELLY Matt’s grown with CCG
since 2013. Two of his adult
children have even been
members. Matt’s an avid
experimental gardener. I tried
his delicious pickled peppers
last summer, and he’s taught
me a bit about spacing and
garlic. We appreciate Matt’s
contributions to the garden,
regularly mowing, and fixing
our equipment.

1. What are your favorite
things to grow in your plot?
Hot peppers are one of my
favorite plants each year. Garlic
is another one. Garlic is
different as you plant it in the
Fall and harvest it in late
Spring. The area can then be
used for other plants.

2. I see that you have a new
creative structure in your
garden. What is it?
The structure was built as an
experiment to reduce the size of
the area needed to grow tomato
plants. There are five ropes

within the structure. I planted
five tomato plants underneath
the ropes. These plants are one
foot apart. I will wrap the vine
around the rope as it grows. My
hope is that no tying will be
needed. This method of
growing tomatoes will require
that the suckers be removed to
keep the plant under control. It
will also increase the airflow
through the plant. This should
allow the plant to set more fruit.
The goal is to get more tomatoes
using less space.

3. How do you use the things
that you grow?
The hot peppers are preserved
in jars. They can either go
through the canning process or
just refrigerated depending on
the amount of time before use.
This year I hope to make dill
pickles from cucumbers. The
garlic has to be cured for
storage.

4. Why did you join the
Conshohocken Community
Garden?
It is a reasonable price. The

tools needed are at your
disposal. You get to meet other
gardeners and share ideas. Get
to grow fresh food. Get some
exercise maintaining your
garden and other maintenance
activities.

5. What advice do you have for
new gardeners about
gardening in a small space?
The best advice I have is to plan
on the what, when, and where
to plant in your garden. You will
make mistakes but learn a lot
along the way and be amazed
on how much can be grown in a
small area.

Recipe
Feta Veggie Dip A great summer
recipe for using parsley on a hot day!

Ingredients
1 ½ cups feta cheese
½ red pepper chopped
¼ cup parsley washed & dried
1 clove garlic chopped
¼ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon ground black pepper
1 tablespoon olive oil

Instructions
Using a food processor, combine all
ingredients and pulse until smooth or
to desired consistency. Serve with
pita, tortilla chips, crackers, or veggie
sticks!

Did You Know?
Strawberries Gardeners
growing strawberry plants
are familiar with the
“runners” the central plant
puts off that root in nearby
soil. Did you know that your
strawberry plants will yield
larger berries if you pinch
the red runners off of the
central plant? Rooted
runners can be re-planted
8”-12” away to grow a new
plant.

mailto:ConshohockenCommunityGarden@gmail.com
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/fruits/strawberry/growing-strawberry-runners.htm

